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Though one category merges into the other, a dividing line can be
drawn between "apprenticeship for labour' and apprenticeship for
education (not that one excluded the other). In one case the master
expected the child's work to be profitable to him and the child expected
to be maintained in return for his labour. In the other, a comparatively
large fee was paid for the boy's maintenance and instruction and ad-
mission into an exclusive trade. Trades were graded according to the
terms upon which a child could be apprenticed and the amount of
capital required for setting up in them. The fee of £5 or so paid by the
parish and by poor parents to the poorer sort of master, and the
* meaner* trades to ensure the complete maintenance of the child in
return for its labour for a long period of years was a temptation to the
needy to take apprentices whom they could not provide for. The
better-paid trades protected themselves by high fees, which were of
course waived in the case of sons bound to their fathers.
Both classes of apprenticeship had dangers of their own. We are
here concerned with die various kinds of apprenticeship for labour, the
start in life of the majority of children.* Though the apprenticing of
poor children was regarded as one of the chief duties of parish officers
and the best way to prevent the breeding of a race of beggars, com-
plaints of the way in which the duty was carried out are many. This
was written in 1700:
Apprentices put out by a parish are frequently placed with poor, ill-natur*d or
unskilful masters, who either force them from them by a bad maintenance and
severity, before their times are out, or when they are out, send them from
them but bunglers in their trade, or masters of such a one as will turn to no
account... .33
A most unhappy practice prevails in most places [said a writer on the Poor
Laws in 1738], to apprentice poor children, no matter to what master, pro-
vided he lives out of the parish, if the child serves the first forty days we are
rid of him for ever. The master may be a tiger in cruelty, he may beat, abuse,
strip naked, starve or do what he will to die poor innocent lad, few people
take much notice, and the officers who put him out the least of anybody. For
they rest satisfied with the merit of having shifted him off to a neighbouring
parish for three or four pounds and the duty they owe to every poor child in
* Apprenticeship as to general training for life and work is considered in
Chapter 6.

